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Precursor Systems On the Web!
On June 30th, Precursor Systems opened its doors on the internet’s World Wide Web. Precur-
sor’s web site will serve up information about our company including descriptions of Precursor
Support Services and the Precursor BBS. Net surfers will be able to view the Precursor Cata-
logue of Services, issues of Precursor FaxNews and Precursor press releases while on-line.
Precursor’s home page will rely heavily on Adobe Acrobat and Apple QuickTime technology.
Acrobat PDF’s such as this copy of FaxNews will have built-in web links which can instantly take
the user to another URL (Universal Resource Locator) site on the web. If you have Acrobat
Exchange and the Acrobat Web Link Plug-in, (see the web site for more info), you can try this
now by clicking on the blue, underlined URL for the Precursor Home Page at the end of this
item. QuickTime format will be used to distribute movies and sounds to Mac and Windows
users. The Precursor Systems Home Page can be found at <http://www.magic.mb.ca/~anarvey>.

TechTool 1.0.7 Free!
Precursor Systems is pleased to be able to offer a free, licensed copy of MicroMat’s TechTool™
1.0.7. The new version of this amazing utility is now PowerPC native and allows you to checks
system files for damage. TechTool also: Zaps PRAM - Better than cmd-opt-P-R because it clears
ALL 256 bytes of PRAM; Rebuilds the desktop - better than cmd-opt since it actually deletes the
old desktop file; and, Shows system and drive info including  manuf. date and hours of use.
TechTool™ is recommended by both MacUser and MacWeek magazines. You can get TechTool
1.0.7 on Precursor BBS from Vendors:Precursor Showcase:Precursor Utilities, or from the Toolkit
page at Precursor’s new Web Site.

Apple Telecom 2.1; Sound Manager 3.1!
Apple has released new Telecom software for Express and GeoPort Modems and a new version
of the Sound Manager for all Macs. Find them on Precursor BBS in Apple Stuff:Updates & Utils.

MacPPP 2.2.0!
Those of you on the net using freeware MacPPP 2.0.1 know that this program is getting pretty
long in the tooth. Now a consortium of sharware authors and honourable Mac Hackers have
rolled several recent improvements into one standard version: MacPPP 2.2.0. If you get on the
web through a PPP connection you owe it to yourself to get this file. [From the Precursor BBS
Desktop go Files:Internet Stuff].

Global Village Support Now On-line!
Owners of Global Village modems will be pleased to know that through the magic of a
FirstClass gateway, Precursor Systems has added the Global Village Communications support
forum to the Precursor BBS. Look for it on-line under Files:Comm Stuff:Global Village.
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Web Linking
The Web Link Plug-in is a free beta version and currently works only with the commercial Adobe Acrobat Exchange and not with the freely available Acrobat Reader. You can find a link to the plug-in on the Toolkit page at Precursor’s web site. Netscape Communications has licensed Acrobat Reader technology and will be building it into a future version of their web browser Netscape Navigator.

MacPPP 2.2.0 Modifications
MacPPP 2.2.0 includes the following modifications:• The modifications in Cliff McCollums '2.01 cm4' version: extended password functionality   and background operation (his 'Open PPP' application can be used in the Finder).• Display of the modem connect info as in Steve Brecher's 2.01k2 release.• The high speed hack to 115K and 230K for faster Macs from Steve  Dagley as in his 2.1SD version.• Some modifications by John Stephen for compatibility with PSI's dial-up ISDN service and with some slower modems• Improved windows and icons as in Marc Matteo's 'MacPPP Add-ons'.• Compatible with the preferences files of previous MacPPP versions so installation is a simple and   quick replacement of the Control Panel and the Extension.

Features of Sound Manager 3.1
NEW FEATURES OF SOUND MANAGER 3.11.) New audio codecsThe Sound Manager previously supported only MACE audio compression at ratios of 3:1 and 6:1. Sound Manager 3.1 adds two new compression formats: IMA and uLaw.The IMA 4:1 audio compression format is based on a standard proposed by the Interactive Multimedia Association, and is used to compress 16-bit sound with a ratio of 4:1. It is particularly good at compressing CD-quality music and is fully integrated into QuickTime.The uLaw 2:1 format (pronounced "mu-law") is an international standard for compressing voice-quality audio (typically 16-bit, 8 kHz speech) with a ratio of 2:1. It is often used in telephony applications, and also on the Internet as the encoding format for ".au" sound files.2.) Better performance on Power MacintoshSound Manager 3.1 is much faster on Power Macintosh computers --in many cases 4-7 times more efficient than previous versions. This means that your application can do more while sound is playing or recording. Sound Manager 3.1 is also more robust: many bugs have been fixed and a number of commonly requested features have been added. Refer to the Technical Note for more information.3.) Improved integration with QuickTimeQuickTime 2.1 uses the new audio codecs included in Sound Manager 3.1 to allow compressed audio capture in the IMA and uLaw formats and compressed audio export from a movie to an AIFF file. QuickTime 2.1 will also use Sound Manager 3.1 to directly import common audio file formats such as ".wav" and ".au".4.) Support for asynchronous alert soundsThe Sound Manager previously tied up your Macintosh while playing an alert sound, forcing you to wait until the sound was done playing before you could continue. Sound Manager 3.1 removes this limitation by playing alert sounds asynchronously, so alert dialogs and other interface elements can continue processing while the alert sound is playing.
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